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‘B @ ANY of us are thinking
that Imran Khan should

better yet President (with
‘Miandad and company as his
‘cabinet). He has been among the.
few Pakistanis who has taken a

jgroup of us and succeeded in*

luniting us through a common
\purpose. In Mushahid Hussain’s
recent article in The Nation he
mwnmcmm that the success at Mel-
‘bourne had three factors gener-
‘ally considered missing in
‘Pakistan: leadership, discipline
'and planning.

i Mushahid’s linking cricket to
ipolitics should not be seen as
Fv:lo:m. The Indian writer
| Ashis Nandy has explored simi-
lar links in his book The Tao of
|Cricket. In his book he explores
ithe connections between crick-
(et and morality. The batsman, if
\he knows he is out, must declare
himself so. He is not to, as in
other sports, hope that the um-
pire did not see or hear the ball
nick his bat. The bowler is
morally bound to bowl a good
ball even if it is the last ball of
{the match and may cost his team
ithe wvictory. But, this: Victorian,
gentleman’s view of morality
does not quite fit into the
modern world. As with football
where winning has become
‘more important than the beau-
ity of the game (Maradona, for
lexample and the goal he scored
with his hand), cricket is begin-
ning to enter the modern era.
Previously wars were fought
with clear formal rules of be-
haviour. Modern war has

promised through accelerating
time, through removing citizen
‘and soldier from the battlefield.
‘Death is anonymous.
| While a metaphor for modern
battle; cricket has not gone to
isuch a transformation. Certainly
‘the switch from the test match
‘to the one-day international has
sponsoring linkages. Television
enthusiasm, viewer likes for a
qui ze (quick war), and ad-
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‘necessity. At the sam

pighming of cme Bt Honed
the poseibility of a world chamy |

pionship. There need not be
.%o:m wars and battles fought
T<nn many decades. A “ruler of
the world”, as the motto of this
_Q\olm Cup, can be anointed in
la few weeks. But cricket does
Tvvwwn to be the place from
which we can rule the world,
much safer and a better use of
our resources than military
{build-up, nuclear ambitions, or
a range of other attempts to gain
security and sovereignty. We
can rise up in the: world of sports
not war. Economic affluence
and cultural unity appear to be
better'indicators of sovercignty
than a huge military.
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To do this as important as

leadership, discipline and plan-

ning is Unity, discipline and

Faith, the motto for Pakistan.

The team had a strong sense of
‘unity.

There was no slandering of in-
dividual players when mistakes
‘were made, rather others picked
‘up the slack.'Each player rose to -
'the level needed to succeed. Can
‘one imagine a unified Pakistan?
The team also showed in-
ccredible discipline. There were
no attempts at an easy victory.
‘When Pakistan was down, it.
‘would have been easy to panic
and slog away. Instead, the bat-
iters built a solid base: from
which Inzamamul Haq and:

‘Wasim Akram could thrash -

away. Can one imagine-a dis- "'
ciplined Pakistan which doesn’t
go for easy money, or easy land,
or easy politics? Can one im-
agine a Pakistan which grows
step by step and redistributes
this wealth throughout the
country, instead of individuals{
— generals, feudals, politicians
— running after the quick win,
the quick get rich or get power-
ful schemes? |

The players and team also
showed incredible faith. In the
semi-finals and finals they had
this look in their eyes. In every
competition, it is the eyes that
tell who will win. England had
a look of fear. They did not be-
lieve they could win. Pakistan
did. Can one imagine a Pakistan
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run for Prime Minister or

changed “that; " victory™ is”

—~well.
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built on faith, on this inner sense
of courage? Not in the sense
who is the truest Muslim since
only, Allah, not maulvis Shariat
- Courts,or next door neighbours
can know what is in our hearts
(irrespective of how many trips
to Makkah, or hours of prayer,
- or days of fasting), but a Aw\:r
convinced that the impossible is
possible, that a Pakistan based
on equity and justice can be
realized. :

A .country with unity, dis-
cipline and faith would not have
gang-rapes of females; would
not have political parties aban-
doning any sense of human
ethics to extract vengeance;
would not have despair caused
by years of the citizenry being
‘brutalized by security and police

_forces in the name of “law and

~ order”, would not have a collec-

tive feeling of inferiority caused
by comparisons with other
richer nations; would not have
an ever present anarchy caused
by views that since the
bureaucracy is so corrupt and
every leader is out for himself,
J should get what I can before
it is too late..

Pakistan could not win the
championship until the team
could assess what went wrong
in Lahore in the previous cham-
pionship. They did not try and
brush aside their defeat in the
1987 semi-finals claiming that it
was ordained or give some type
of ideological explanation to it.
‘Rather there was a critical anal-
ysis: where were the mistakes?
How can we not make them

is a different approach than the
typical approach in Pakistan
which merely glorifies our his-
tory, our mission in the Muslim
‘world, or South Asia, or the
planet (of course, silently every-
one whispers stories of betray-
al) and our founders. As in
sports, mistakes are made but
these can be discussed and
changes made, unless history

our own deceits.
Returning to cricket,

system. But the tenor of these
suggestions could apply for the
political system as a whole. It
would be sad for four years to
have gone by and not seen any
improvements: in the cricket
bodies and the political bodies.

“agaih? Add what areas’of excel-
lence can be improved on? This:’

_has become a dogma merel

rw rﬂm“..J.,n.l».,..m. OVve ==ﬂw~ w
believe the lie. _should

! rem¢mber the ha f poets
like Faiz who re 3

d us of

we |
should take seriously Khan’s |
suggestions for improving
cricket in the nation, that is, for |
building a professional cricket |

Inertia and the past would have

' 1

, once again been victoriouis then'
" Of course, all this is not to ar-
gue that we should forget our
L et - aAd
past. It is our traditional culture
that made the championship a
joy to watch: hugs and smiles af- .

ter each wicket taken, a strong |
sense of morality, bowing in |

prayer after the victory, and in-
stead of a trip to Disneyland, as
in American football where the
victors go, a trip of thanks and
submission, a trip to Makkah.
We'can take our past with us as

“wwe'march into the future, Of

course, while trips to Makkah
are one thing, the State giving
plots of land is another. I would
rather see land going to the mil-
lions of farmers and labourers

slaving away just trying to meet |

their basic needs. We should
remember it was land reform
‘that was the catalyst in'the eco-
nomic miracles of East Asia.
But this is not the time to wal-
low in our mistakes, rather it is
a time to rejoice, to enjoy the
disciplined flair that won the
championship. There is much to
build on. This world champion-
ship has shown us that it is pos-
sible. While some would want

" Imran Khan (or Javed Miandad,

or Mushtaq Ahmed, or any of
the other team members) for
President, I would prefer that
there be a thousand Imran
Khans working in equitable
structures where they could
flourish. Can it be done?
Pakistan’s delightful victory has
shown us that it can. Perhaps
1996 or 2002 can be targets for
this type of championship as.
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