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15. BEYOND HOMOGENISATION OF GLOBAL 
EDUCATION  

Do alternative pedagogies such as Steiner Education have anything to offer 
an emergent global/ising world? i  
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i This article is based on an earlier paper called “Education for All”, or “Education for Wisdom”, 

which was an invited chapter for the book Unfolding Learning Societies: Deepening the 
Dialogues, Vimukt Shiksha Special Issue, April 2001. I had been asked by a group of 
educators from Shikshantar, Udaipur, in India, to present my interpretation of how Steiner 
education might assist in providing an alternative to the ‘factory model’ of education being 
promoted by the World Bank’s “Education for All” agenda and whether it might support the 
development of a ‘learning society’. Other than a few editorial changes to title and subtitles, 
and the addition of a few research detail updates, the content and voice are largely 
unchanged as they are still relevant and appropriate for this topic, from my current 
perspective.  

ii  In 1990, delegates from 155 countries, as well as representatives from some 150 
organisations, agreed at the World Conference on Education for All in Jomtien, Thailand 
(5–9 March 1990) to universalize primary education and massively reduce illiteracy before 
the end of the decade. 

iii ‘Positivism’—empirical scientific thinking, which arose and flourished in the West after the 
European Enlightenment and has since been the dominant mode of academic discourse. 

iv  The term ‘scientific materialism’ was characterised by Alfred North Whitehead as the 
foundational ‘tradition of thought’ underlying ‘modernity’ the civilisation that now dominates 
the globe (see Gare, 2002).  

v The term ‘instrumental rationality’ was coined by JXrgen Habermas to distinguish it from what 
he called ‘communicative rationality’ as part of his theory of ‘universal pragmatics’ (see 
Habermas, 1979).  

vi ‘Use-by date’—this term is used to define the last date by which commodities such as food 
products are safe to be eaten. Its use here alludes to the commodification and packaging of 
knowledge and learning in the Western model as if they were products to be consumed 
rather than processes to be engaged in; that is, Western scientific positivism is ‘no longer 
safe for human consumption’.  

vii 'Global problematique'—is a complex, interdependent set of problems, where the existence 
of a particular problem is systematically bound into (and dependent on) the existence of 
other problems.  

viii ‘Cartesian’—derived from the philosophical position of Rene Descartes, “I think, therefore I 
am”. 
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